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Basel is Switzerland's oldest university city. Historic landmarks of the city include the large market 

square with its richly decorated red sandstone town hall and the late Romanesque-Gothic cathedral. 

During a walk through the old town, past small boutiques, antique book shops but also shops of 

modern designers, a visit to the "Läckerli Huus" to try the traditional Basel honey cake is well worth 

your while. Basel is tradition-conscious and open-minded at the same time, a fact born out by 

several modern buildings designed by renowned architects such as Herzog & de Meuron, Mario 

Botta, Diener & Diener and Richard Meyer. 

Almost 40 museums make Basel the city with the highest density of museums in the country. 

Internationally known museums, such as the Basel Art Museum, the museum devoted to the iron 

sculptor Jean Tinguely, the Fondation Beyeler and the Museum of Cultures attract a great many 

Basel
Located on both sides of the Rhine, in the three-country-corner of 
Switzerland, Germany and France, Basel is the third largest city in 
Switzerland. Not only diverse cultures, but also a multifaceted history, 
modern art and architecture converge here.  
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General Info

Important holidays 2012 in Basel
01. Jan 2012 Su New Year� s Day 

27. Feb 2012 Mo Carnival 

28. Feb 2012 Tu Carnival 

29. Feb 2012 We Carnival 

06. Apr 2012 Fr Good Friday 

08. Apr 2012 Su Easter 

09. Apr 2012 Mo Easter Monday 

01. May 2012 Tu Labour Day 

17. May 2012 Th Ascension Day 

27. May 2012 Su Whitsun 

28. May 2012 Mo Whit Monday 

01. Aug 2012 We Swiss National Holiday 

25. Dec 2012 Tu Christmas 

26. Dec 2012 We St. Stephen´s Day

Opening hours

Shops/shopping

Monday - Wednesday: 9 am - 6.30 pm / 

Thursday - Friday: 9 am - 8 pm 

Saturday: 9 am - 6 pm 

Banks and currency exchange

Monday - Friday: 8.30 am - 5 pm 

Saturday: closed

Public authorities and offices

Monday - Friday: 8.30 am - 12 noon / 2 pm - 

5 pm 

Saturday: closed 

Canton: Basle Town

Postcode/ZIP: 4000 - 4006

Language: German

Important phone numbers

Emergency calls:

117 Police 

118 Fire 

144 Ambulance 

1414 Swiss heli rescue 

General information:

1811 General information such as eg 

doctors, theater, etc. 

140 Breakdown Service  

162 Weather Information 

163 Road conditions 

187 Avalanche Bulletin

visitors, as do several galleries and playhouses. Basel is among other things home to the symphony 

orchestra and the chamber orchestra as well as the musical theatre featuring international 

productions. And a wide range of classical and contemporary productions are shown on the stages 

of the Basel Theatre and the Playhouse. 

Basel is a green city. The Botanical Gardens, several parks and the banks of the Rhine are perfect 

places to relax and linger for a while. And the Etoscha House at the biggest zoo in Switzerland offers 

spectacular insights into the Namibian Savannah. 

At nearby Augusta Raurica near Augst impressive ruins and a great many finds at the museum bear 

testimony to the busy lives of the Romans in the region in the past. The charming countryside of the 

Basel region with its many cherry trees in spring boasts a particularly beautiful display of blooms. 

Germany and France, the Black Forest and Vosges Mountains are only a stone's throw away from 

the border city of Basel. 

The yearly Fasnacht (Carnival) is the most important celebration for the people of Basel. On the 

Monday following Ash Wednesday the city rises with the "Morgenstraich". At four in the morning on 

the dot all the lights in the city go out and a colourful and brilliant procession through the streets of 

the city begins. 

Highlights

● Basel Art Museum - one of the oldest public art collections and biggest Holbein collection in the 

world.  

● Jean Tinguely Museum - the glass hall was designed by the Ticino architect Mario Botta and 

houses the unique metal sculptures by Tinquely.  

● Fondation Beyeler – a variety of art collections and special exhibitions are displayed in the 127-

metre-long modern building designed by the Italian architect Renzo Piano.  

● Museum of Cultures - one of the biggest collections in Europe devoted to life in European and 

non-European cultures.  

● Zoological Gardens - about 600 animal species housed in eleven hectares of grounds featuring 

exotic flora right in the heart of the city.  

● Musical Theatre Basel - delights a wide audience with extravagant productions of international 

musicals.  

● Rhine Cruises - excursion boats provide opportunities for views of the city from the Rhine and 

operate all the way to the big freight ports of Basel and Rheinfelden. 

Top Events

Basel Fasnacht (Carnival) - once a year the cultural city loses its head and spends three days 

celebrating the biggest street party (February/March).  

Baselworld - at the worldwide leading watch and jewellery fair international companies provide an 

insight into current trends (March/April).  

Art Basel - the exhibition with art from the 20th century is regarded as an important world fair of the 

international art market (June).  

Swiss Indoors Basel - the biggest national sports event and one of the most important indoor tennis 

tournaments in the world always brings together the tennis world elite (October).  

Basel Autumn Fair - the biggest fun fair in Switzerland featuring countless stalls and rides 

(October/November). 
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A perfect day in Basel
Basel has the greatest concentration of museums in Switzerland: 40 
in all, including internationally famous names such as the 
Kunstmuseum (Museum of Fine Art), Fondation Beyeler and Museum 
der Kulturen (Anthropology Museum). The city is also the home of Art 
Basel, the world’s most important contemporary art fair, and a thriving 
music and theatre scene culminating in the AVO Session music 
festival.

08:00Reach for the 
stars

Five stars and an S for superior: such is the rating of the most 

luxurious hotel in town. The Grand Hotel Les Trois Rois has 101 

rooms and suites in classical style, boasting a sophisticated 

combination of antique furniture and high-tech features. Exquisite 

gourmet creations are on offer at the Cheval Blanc (2 Michelin 

stars and 18 GaultMillau points), while Chez Donati serves up 

Italian specialities and the Brasserie oozes French charm. You don’t have to stay overnight to feel 

welcome as a guest: just treat yourself, perhaps, to a leisurely breakfast in the most memorable of 

settings.

09:00Scenic shopping 
spree

In Basel, a shopping trip can easily be a sightseeing tour: just 

follow the Freie Strasse in the city centre – which leads to the 

Marktplatz, the Gerbergasse and the Aeschenvorstadt. It’s also 

worth exploring the Spalenberg, with its many small shops and 

boutiques.

11:00Where all Basel is 
at home

Enjoy an aperitif in one of Basel’s most beautiful courtyards: the 

Campari Bar is a place where life is celebrated in grand Italian 

style. This fashionable bar is invariably packed on mild summer 

evenings (after all, there’s nowhere better for an intimate chat 

than under the shade of the glorious chestnut trees), but in the 

mornings this is a wonderfully peaceful spot, and the perfect 

place for a tranquil start to an exciting day out in the city.
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12:00Lunch on the river At the Restaurant Veronica in the riverside Breite lido, the weather 

is invariably gorgeous – but that is because it opens only on fine, 

sunny days. Lunch on the platform high above the river is a 

special occasion, thanks to a sophisticated menu of fresh, 

seasonal cuisine and an atmosphere that oozes Mediterranean 

charm.

13:30Go with the flow In summer, the people of Basel like nothing better than to swim in 

the Rhine. They meet at one of the historic Art Nouveau lidos, get 

changed for a refreshing dip – and then simply go with the flow. 

Incidentally there isn’t a more impressive view of the Old Town to 

be had anywhere.

15:30Cross the river, 
just like the old 
days

Simply ring the bell and the ferryman is ready! As in postcards 

from 150 years ago, four quaint passenger ferries link the two 

sides of the city. And in an environmentally friendly manner, too: 

they use only the river’s current to propel themselves from bank 

to bank.

16:00A world-class 
collection

The Fondation Beyeler in the suburb of Riehen is regarded as one 

of the world’s most important art museums, home to around 200 

masterpieces of the 20th century, notably from the classic 

modern period. It is also famous for its outstanding temporary 

exhibitions – and the architecture by Renzo Piano, who in 1997 

created this spectacular space for the collection of Hildy and 

Ernst Beyeler. Key exhibitions in 2012 are devoted to the American artist Jeff Koons (13 May to 2 

September 2012) and to the painter and sculptor Edgar Degas (30 September 2012 to 27 January 

2013). 

18:00High time for a 
drink

The lift stops on the 31st floor of the 105-metre-high Messeturm, 

or Trade Fair Tower, and you step into a magical world. If you’re 

lucky, the sun will be setting over the city. But whatever the time, 

Bar Rouge is known as Basel’s nightlife hotspot-with-a-view. This 

is a place to linger over an exclusive drink, look out down on the 

city and over into Germany and France, and get ready for the 

music the DJ will play later. Find the line-up at:

19:30Rendezvous with 
style

At Acqua, a former waterworks and pumping station, urban living 

is celebrated in relaxed style. From the restaurant and bar to the 

lounge and garden, the ambience is stylishly romantic, the chilled-

out atmosphere endearingly casual – and the Italian-influenced 

cuisine irresistible.

22:00Chillout zone with 
charm

A motley collection of pictures and sculptures over two floors, a 

large bar and an open-air lounge where mild evenings become 

memorable events: that’s the Café des Arts. Located on 

Barfüsserplatz in the heart of the city, this is the favoured haunt of 

night owls who prefer to take their nightcap in an unusual setting –

preferably serenaded by a live piano player.

23:30Music over the 
generations

The Atlantis is quite simply Basel’s prime night spot, a much-

loved music venue for more than 60 years. A few years ago the 

“old” Atlantis with its concerts and cultural events went into 

retirement. Since then, the newborn “Tis”, as locals call it, has 

become known for its elegant lounge bar, sophisticated cocktails, 

slick business lunches and gourmet dinners. Echoing the venue’s 

glamorous past, legendary club nights on Fridays and Saturdays attract top DJs from all over the 

world.
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24:00Hotel Der 
Teufelhof

No other hotel is quite like it, for this “cultural guest house” located 

in several interconnecting historic buildings in the heart of the Old 

Town offers an almost unbelievable range of services. It is an Art 

Hotel, Gallery Hotel, gourmet restaurant, bistro, café, bar, theatre 

and wine shop, all in one. And most of Basel’s museums and art 

galleries lie within strolling distance.
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Current events

26
OCT

Avo Session 
Basel

The festival has attracted major names on the international music 

scene since 1986, and takes place on a small scale with an 

intimate club table atmosphere. A must for music fans with high 

expectations! Some of the most famous artists from the genres 

of pop, soul, rock, Latin, blues, singer-songwriter, R&B and 

contemporary jazz perform.

Session Basel AG, Grenzacherstr. 79, 4058 Basel

27
OCT

Messe Basel: 
Autumn Fair

Seven worlds under one roof. The Basel commercial fair is 

organized nine days annually parallel to the Basel Autumn Fair. 

Each year, a guest region or canton is the special guest of honor. 

About 300 exhibitors present products and services pertaining to 

the following sectors: sports, interior design, fashion, family, 

household, gourmet, and Christmas.

MCH Messe Schweiz (Basel) AG, 4005 Basel

27
OCT

Basel Autumn Fair The Basel Autumn Fair is an experience for young and old, and 

more than your usual parish fair. It is held on seven squares in the 

city centre of Basel and in an exhibition hall. The numerous thrill 

rides, the culinary diversity from roasted almonds to the popular 

grilled sausages, or the colourful market on the Petersplatz offer 

something for every visitor.

22
NOV

Basel Christmas 
and Christmas 
Market

In the heart of the city centre, nestled in the seasonally decorated 

historic Old Town, is the extremely attractive and atmospheric 

Christmas market. At around 140 brightly lit stalls and wooden 

houses, dealers and handicraft workers from across Switzerland 

and the region offer their wares or demonstrate their skills.

25
NOV

Palazzo 
Colombino

The timeless elegance of the heated Palazzo Colombino offers 

the perfect venue to take guests back in time to a world long past 

to enjoy “The Ultimate Art of Entertainment and Cuisine”. 

Acrobats, jugglers, magicians, clowns, singers, musicians, and a 

host of other artists are putting on a show ranging from dreamlike, 

poetic to turbulent, fast-paced acts. Together with the eccentric 

wait staff, they successfully serve up a mélange of a wide variety of entertainment combined with 

delicious food. The dividing line between guests and servers, between circus and auditorium will 

melt away and leave an extraordinary atmosphere of wellbeing.

Act Entertainment AG · Messeplatz · 4011 Basel · T +41 (0)61 226 90 00 · F +41 (0)61 226 90 01 · 

act@actentertainment.ch · www.topact.ch / www.palazzocolombino.ch 
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Architecture

Pfalz The word ‘Pfalz’ is derived from ‘palatium’ = palace. The terrace 

located high above the Rhine behind the Cathedral (Münster) is 

known as the Pfalz because the bishop’s residence was once 

located in the immediate vicinity. Steps lead down from the Pfalz 

to the jetty of the Münsterfähre (Cathedral Ferry). On the other 

hand, the quiet cloister of the cathedral may be accessed through 

a narrow gap. Also to be seen are the many ornate gravestones of members of prominent Basel 

families from the 16th to the 19th centuries. 

Münsterplatz 

4051 Basel 

+41 61 272 87 58

Trade Fair Tower 
by Morger & 
Degelo 

This 31-storey tower on Messeplatz was designed by renowned 

architects Morger & Degelo and Marques and is an 

unmistakeable landmark of the city with its green-tinted glass and 

metal structure. In addition to a hotel and offices for many of the 

city's leading companies, the top floor also houses the BarRouge. 

From here there are breathtaking views of the city and of the 

neighbouring countries of France and Germany

Messeturm, Messeplatz 

Swiss Prime Site AG 

4601 Olten 

Tel. +41 (0)62 213 06 06

BIZ by Mario 
Botta

This round building on the Aeschenplatz impresses with its two-tone striped natural stone cladding 

and the tapered opening on top in the form of an inverted staircase. The building was built by the 

UBS and transferred to the current owner in 1998.

BIZ von Mario Botta 

(Bankengebäude) 

Basel, Aeschenplatz

St. Jakob Park With Basel’s St. Jakob Park, these two architects also designed 

the first multifunctional football stadium in Switzerland.

Basel United AG 

St. Jakobs-Strasse 395 

4020 Basel 

Tel. +41 (0)61 375 12 22

The Münster The Münster is one of Basel's main sights. Situtated in a 

promiment position high above the Rhine River, the former 

episcopal church presides high above the region. The reformed 

church is a vivid monument to Romanesque and Gothic red 

sandstone architecture (1019-1500). It can look back on a varied 

history with a rich tradition of outstanding musical events and 

church services.

Basler Münster 

Münsterplatz 

4051 Basel 

+41 61272758

© MySwitzerland.com - Schweiz Tourismus - Page 7/18



Piazza del 
Mercato e 
Municipio

Particularly worth seeing at the town hall are the council 

chambers, the beautiful inner courtyard, the romantic arcades 

and the tower. It was built after the great earthquake as a 

replacement for the former seat of government. After Basel’s 

accession to the Confederation the front part of the town hall was 

replaced with a prestigious new building. The battlements were 

adorned with the arms of the 12 cantons that constituted the Confederation. At the beginning of the 

17th century the town hall was expanded and artist Hans Bock decorated its facade with painted 

trompe. In 1900, the wing on the extreme left and the tower on the right were added to the town hall. 

Basel Tourismus · Aeschenvorstadt 36 · 4010 Basel · T +41 (0)61 268 68 68 · F +41 (0)61 268 68 

70 · info@basel.com · www.basel.com / www.altbasel.ch 

Spalen Gate In earlier times, many essential supplies destined for the city from 

Alsace passed through this gate. Its square central tower with 

adjoining round flanking towers facing outwards from the corners 

may be seen from afar. This external display is complemented by 

three figures from the 15th century, the Madonna and two 

prophets. 

Basel Tourismus · Aeschenvorstadt 36 · 4010 Basel · T +41 (0)61 268 68 68 · F +41 (0)61 268 68 

70 · info@basel.com · www.basel.com / www.altbasel.ch 

St. Antonius 
Church

This first church in Switzerland built from concrete was designed 

by the architecture professor Karl Moser. It was built between 

1925 and 1927. The floor plan of the church, which is built in 

precast concrete, is a rectangle with the impressive size of 60 x 

22 meters and a height of 22 meters. The monumental stained 

glass windows make St. Antonius stand out as a pioneering 

church structure.

Antoniuskirche 

Kannenfeldstr. 35 

4010 Basel

Badischer 
Bahnhof

What is now called the Badischer Bahnhof was built between 

1910 and 1913 according to plans by the well-known architects 

Karl Moser and Robert Curjel. It is considered the most important 

railway building in Switzerland, architecturally. Innovative features 

at the time were both the stylish design and the free arrangement 

of the components of the building. 

Basel Tourismus · Aeschenvorstadt 36 · 4010 Basel · T +41 (0)61 268 68 68 · F +41 (0)61 268 68 

70 · info@basel.com · www.basel.com 

Messeturm With 31 floors it is the tallest commercial tower in Switzerland. Visible from afar, the building, which 

marks the focal point of Messe Schweiz, stands out high above the city.

Basel Tourismus · Aeschenvorstadt 36 · 4010 Basel · T +41 (0)61 268 68 68 · F +41 (0)61 268 68 

70 · info@basel.com · www.basel.com 

Bars
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BarRouge Bar with lounge, boudoir and booth. Champagne, cocktails, 

culinary delights. A place of art, culture and cult, with installations, 

events and temptations. 

Bar Rouge · Messeplatz 10 · 4058 Basel · T +41 (0)61 361 30 31 · reservation@barrouge.ch · 

www.barrouge.ch / www.barrouge.ch 

Bar: Cargo Bar An edgier, art-punk crowd descends on Cargo Bar, which 

occupies a nearly unbeatable location on the banks of the river 

Rhine.

Cargo Culture Bar · St. Johanns-Rheinweg 46 · 4056 Basel · T +41 (0)61 321 00 72 · 

gacon@cargobar.ch · www.cargobar.ch 

Campari Bar With the cooling water pearls of the Tinguely Fountain still on your 

neck, you are welcome to discuss current events in the shadow 

of giant orchid bushes. 

Basel Campari Bar · Steinenberg 7 · 4051 Basel · T +41 (0)61 272 42 33 · info@restaurant-

kunsthalle.ch · www.restaurant-kunsthalle.ch / www.restaurant-kunsthalle.ch 

Bar: Café des 
Arts

See and be seen. A centrally located piano bar with artistic but not 

over-perfect decor. This stylishly refurbished pub has had a huge 

fan base for nearly 20 years. Sophisticated drinks, over 200 

cocktails and an imaginative selection of beers. Single malts, very 

old port, sherries, rare spirits. VIP quality smoking lounge. Mood 

music every night from the man at the piano.

Café des Art's · Barfüsserplatz 6 · 4051 Basel · T +41 (0)61 273 57 37 · F +41 (0)61 273 57 38 · 

info@desarts.ch · www.desarts.ch / www.desarts.ch 

Atlantis This traditional venue, which was previously primarily used for 

concerts, readings and other cultural events, is now an elegant 

restaurant with a large lounge. The legendary club nights on 

Friday and Saturday still take place as they did before

Atlantis · Klosterberg 13 · 4051 Basel · T +41 (0)61 228 96 96 · info@atlan-tis.ch · www.atlan-tis.ch 

Bird's Eye Jazz 
Club

Musicians and guests alike appreciate the intimate atmosphere of 

this cosy club and its outstanding acoustics. Five nights a week 

the club holds live jazz concerts by some of the word's best-

known and greatest jazz performers. The Bird's Eye also gives 

young musicians and locally or nationally renowned jazz artists 

the opportunity to entertain the public. Furthermore, the jazz club 

also organises regular musical workshops for adults and schoolchildren.

The Bird's Eye Jazz Club · Kohlenberg 20 · 4051 Basel · T 061 263 33 41 · office@birdseye.ch · 

www.birdseye.ch 
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Club: Das Schiff Das Schiff (The Ship) in the Rhine harbour in Basel has been a 

cultural centre for gastronomy, clubbing, concerts and exhibitions 

since the middle of May 2005. Below decks, the music's the thing, 

where in the club and concert room you can enjoy musical 

delights of all kinds. From electronic to analogue, from spinning 

discs to big live bands, there's always a first-class line-up here. 

Das Schiff · Westquai / Hafen · 4057 Basel · T +41 (0)61 631 42 40 · F +41 (0)61 631 42 40 · 

mail@dasschiff.ch · www.dasschiff.ch 

Club: Musikpark 
A2

The city's biggest night club, in chalet style, is in the basement of 

the St. Jakob ice rink. The sound ranges from house, soul, rock 

and oldies through to fox. From Wednesdays to Sundays, the 

programme has a different theme every night. 

Musikpark A2 

Brüglingen 33 

4142 Münchenstein/Basel

City Museums

Tinguely Museum The permanent exhibition presents a comprehensive overview of 

four decades of his career. Special exhibitions are hosted 

regularly and present a wide range of artists and subjects based 

on Tinguely's ideas 

Free admission to the exhibitions with the Oberrheinischen 

Museum Pass. 

Museum Tinguely · Paul Sacher-Anlage 1 · 4058 Basel · T +41 (0)61 681 93 20 · infos@tinguely.ch · 

www.tinguely.ch 

Museum of 
Ethnology Basel 
(Museum der 
Kulturen)

The Museum der Kulturen Basel is one of the most important 

ethnographic museums in Europe. The collection inventory with 

more than 300,000 items is impressive and world-renowned. The 

focus of the collection has been developed over generations and 

features gems from Europe, Africa, America, Oceania and Asia. 

Free admission to the exhibitions with the Oberrheinischen Museum Pass 

Museum der Kulturen Basel · Münsterplatz 20 · 4051 Basel · T +41 61 266 56 00 · info@mkb.ch · 

www.mkb.ch 
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Museum of 
Ancient Art Basel

s one of the five large public museums of the canton Basel-Stadt 

it was placed in buildings of historical importance in the center of 

town (in front of the Kunstmuseum). The permanent collections 

date mainly from the Egyptian, Greek, Italic, Etruscan and Roman 

cultures, thus covering a period of time from the 4th millennium 

B.C. to the 6th century A.D. Sculptures and pottery (Greek vases) 

occupy a central position within the museum, but gold jewellery, bronze statuettes and clay figures 

are also worthily represented. The dialogue between antiquity and the present time is broadened by 

an additional facet, the Museum of Ancient Art not only acting as a trustee of cultural possessions 

but also as a dynamic place in the cultural scene. The special exhibitions which have been arousing 

considerable public attention even beyond the Swiss borders, are part of the museum's marked 

commitment.

Antikenmuseum Basel und Sammlung Ludwig 

St. Alban-Graben 5 

CH-4010 Basel 

Tel. 061 201 12 12 

Fax 061 201 12 10 

info@antikenmuseumbasel.ch  

Museum of 
Natural History 
Basel 

Natural objects - the largest as well as the smallest - are there to 

be discovered, inspected and contemplated. A memorable 

experience. The exhibitions cover virtually all aspects of the 

natural sciences: from the history of the earth to indigenous 

minerals, from extinct to living mammals, from mammoths to 

insects.

Naturhistorisches Museum Basel · Augustinergasse 2 · 4001 Basel · T +41 (0)61 266 55 00 · 

nmb@bs.ch · www.nmb.bs.ch 

Museum of Art, 
Basel

The museum holds the world's largest collection of works by the 

Holbein family. The Renaissance collection includes works by 

Witz and Cranach the Elder, Grünewald. Highlights of the 19th 

century are represented by paintings by Böcklin, van Gogh, 

Gauguin and Cézanne. The 20th century collection focuses on 

Cubism (Picasso, Braque, Léger), German Expressionism and 

American art since 1950. 

Free admission to the exhibitions with the Oberrheinischen Museum Pass. 

Kunstmuseum Basel · St. Alban-Graben 16 · 4010 Basel · T +41 (0)61 206 62 62 · F +41 (0)61 206 

62 52 · pressoffice@kunstmuseumbasel.ch · www.kunstmuseumbasel.ch 

Schaulager The Schaulager is a quite unique place. Here, art is seen and 

considered in a very different way. The Schaulager is primarily 

aimed at a scientific audience with a research and teaching 

focus. With exhibitions and special events the Schaulager is 

occasionally open to the general public and hence offers the 

opportunity to become familiar with its work. 

Schaulager 

Ruchfeldstr.19 

4142 Münchenstein 

Tel. +41 (0)61 335 32 32 

info@schaulager.org

© MySwitzerland.com - Schweiz Tourismus - Page 11/18

mailto:info@antikenmuseumbasel.ch
mailto:nmb@bs.ch
http://www.nmb.bs.ch/
mailto:pressoffice@kunstmuseumbasel.ch
http://www.kunstmuseumbasel.ch/


Kunsthalle Basel Kunsthalle Basel is one of the world's most renowned and active 

public art institutions. Since its opening in 1872, it committed itself 

to the presentation of contemporary art. Kunsthalle Basel looks 

back on a long tradition of supporting the Avantgarde and of 

expanding the borders of contemporary art.

Kunsthalle Basel 

Steinenberg 7 

4051 Basel 

Tel. +41 (0)61 206 99 00

Swiss 
Architecture 
Museum Basel

The Swiss Architecture Museum Basel presents international and 

Swiss architecture in changing expositions. It also publishes texts 

on the themes of the exhibits. In addition, it offers guided tours in 

several languages on 20th and 21st century.architecture in Basel. 

S AM Schweizerisches Architekturmuseum · Steinenberg 7 · 4051 Basel · T +41 (0)61 261 14 13 · 

info@sam-basel.org · www.sam-basel.org 

Historical 
Museum - Music 
Museum Basel

Since the year 2000, Switzerland's largest collection of musical 

instruments has been on display in the "Lohnhof", a historic 

building. Approximately 650 exhibited instruments from five 

centuries can now be experienced even acoustically by means of 

a multi-media information system. The reconstruction of the 

former monastery complex and the prison tract for museum 

purposes is a successful example of combining the old and the new.

Historisches Museum Basel 

Im Lohnhof 9 

CH - 4051 Basel 

Tel. +41 (0)61 205 86 00

Vitra Design 
Museum

In addition to its changing exhibitions, the Vitra Design Museum 

organises workshops and produces publications and special 

edition pieces. 

Free admission to the exhibitions with the Oberrheinischen 

Museum Pass. 

Basel Tourismus · Aeschenvorstadt 36 · 4010 Basel · T +41 (0)61 268 68 68 · F +41 (0)61 268 68 

70 · info@basel.com · www.basel.com / www.design-museum.de 

City Tours

City tour à la 
carte - Basel

During a walking tour tailor-made to suit your requirements, you 

can get to know the picturesque, twisting alleyways of Basel's Old 

Town, one of the best preserved in Europe. You decide on the 

meeting point, the time, the duration and the destination. During 

the tour you will be told about the areas of interest of your choice, 

for example art, music, architecture and many others. 

Basel Tourismus 

Aeschenvorstadt 36 

4010 Basel 

Tel. +41 (0)61 268 68 68 

guidedtours@basel.com 
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Excursions

Basel Zoo Basel Zoo is a popular excursion destination and well worth a visit 

at any time of the year. In the summer months the park is an ideal 

place to stroll in the open air, while in the winter months the 

various animal houses guarantee up close and personal 

encounters with a wide variety of animals. If you wish to discover 

an underwater world, there are underwater creatures to discover 

at the vivarium. The recently rebuilt lion enclosure, “Gamgoas”, and the newly opened monkey house 

are two attractions worth a special mention. 

Zoo Basel · Binningerstrasse 40 · 4054 Basel · T +41 (0)61 295 35 35 · F +41 (0)61 281 00 05 · 

zoo@zoobasel.ch · www.zoobasel.ch 

Botanical Garden Close to the Spalen Gate, it is one of the oldest gardens of its kind 

in the entire German-speaking area. A multi-lingual audio tour 

guides you around the extensive collection of plants on display. 

You will not only have the chance to see the famous collections of 

cacti and orchids, the tropical house also whisks you away to the 

magical world of the rainforest. 

Botanischer Garten Brügglingen 

Vorder Brüglingen 5 

4052 Basel

Lange Erlen 
Animal Park

Located in green parkland, the animal park is home to red deer, 

fallow deer, lynx, wild cats and wild boar. Stables and paddocks 

house donkeys, ponies, goats, sheep, rabbits and guinea pigs. 

There is also a generously-sized aviary, where you can enjoy 

observing a large variety of birds. The ponds are filled with swans, 

geese and ducks, while peacocks, storks and herons also 

wander freely in the park. 

Tierpark Lange Erlen 

Erlenparkweg 110  

4058 Basel 

Rhine Harbor/ 
Dreiländereck

The best way to see the city from the water is while on a passage 

though the locks to Rheinfelden or during a harbour cruise on the 

Basler Personenschifffahrt company’s white fleet. Or you can 

explore the Rhine in and around Basel on the Rhytaxi. On offer 

are city and harbour cruises with commentary, longer journeys to 

and from Rheinfelden, Mulhouse and Breisach, and individual 

tours with a specially tailored programme.

Basel Tourismus · Aeschenvorstadt 36 · 4010 Basel · T +41 (0)61 268 68 68 · F +41 (0)61 268 68 

70 · info@basel.com · www.basel.com 

Places To Be
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Birsköpfli Basel A jewel for the friends of bathing pleasures who are looking for 

peace and quiet during the summer months. Three freely 

accessible large meadows with deck chairs under giant poplar 

trees beckon to sun worshippers at Birsköpfli, which is located at 

the confluence of the Birs River and the Rhine.

Birsköpfli 

Restaurant Birskopf 

Birskopfweglein 7 

4052 Basel

Acqua Basel The trendy Acqua is a renovated old water plant and easily 

Basel’s hottest ticket. The key is to go for lunch, where 20 Swiss 

francs get you all the pasta and wine you can consume. Lounge 

with comfortable seating, soft music, dimmed lights and freedom 

for your head: rilassamento assoluto!

Basel Tourismus · Aeschenvorstadt 36 · 4010 Basel · T +41 (0)61 268 68 68 · F +41 (0)61 268 68 

70 · info@basel.com · www.basel.com / www.acquabasilea.ch 

Rheinpromenade 
Kleinbasler Seite

Let your spirit roam free along Basel's main artery. The Rhine 

Promenade is the city's most popular place for jogging, but is also 

a favourite for just strolling or being with your loved one. To be a 

little cosier, you can sit in one of the many cafes and restaurants 

and watch the world go by. 

Basel Tourismus · Aeschenvorstadt 36 · 4010 Basel · T +41 (0)61 268 68 68 · F +41 (0)61 268 68 

70 · info@basel.com · www.basel.com 

Restaurants

Traditional: 
Hasenburg

Old, narrow building with medieval flair. Cozy atmosphere 

prevails in the two small restaurant rooms on the second floor, 

reminding the locals of a family parlor in the good old days. The 

kitchen serves a variety of specialties, among them "Kalbsläberli 

mit Röschti". (Calf liver with hash browns).

Hasenburg 

Schneidergasse 20 

4051 Basel 

Tel. +41 (0)61 261 32 58

Traditional: St. 
Alban-Eck

The building is a historic monument in the mediaeval district of St. 

Alban, close to the Kunstmuseum Basel and the cathedral. Well-

kept restaurant with a Guild Room for private and business 

events. Seasonal cuisine, wide selection of wines. Booking 

recommended.

Restaurant St. Alban-Eck 

St. Alban-Vorstadt 60 

4052 Basel 

Tel. +41 (0)61 271 03 20 
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Traditional: 
Safran Zunft 
(Saffran Guild)

Historic restaurant with medieaval ambience. 

Fondue Bacchus - the specialty of the restaurant -  

has been served here for 40 years. Traditional Basel guild house 

of the 700-year-old trade guild. Market-fresh cuisine with Swiss 

and regional specialties. Large selection of wines, with emphasis 

on Bordeaux and South African wines. Banquet rooms seating up 

to 320. Conference room and meeting facilties.

Safran Zunft 

Gerbergasse 11 

4001 Basel 

Tel. +41 (0)61 269 94 94

Traditional: Zur 
Schuhmachernzunft

This smart gourmet restaurant is located near the market-place in 

the heart of Basel's Old Town. Here you will find a warm and 

stylish atmosphere and creative seasonal cuisine. There is a 

range of fine wines from near and far to accompany your 

business lunch or special evening engagement. It is advisable to 

book a table. 

Restaurant zur Schuhmachernzunft 

Hutgasse 6 

4001 Basel 

Tel. +41 (0)61 261 20 91 

Trendy: Noohn Go where the in crowd go in Basel: to the Noohn bar. The 

atmosphere there is a heady mixture of New York and Shanghai. 

In an ultra-modern setting, you can enjoy authentic sushi or cool 

cocktails. 200 seats in an area of over 600 m2. Roof terrace open 

in summer.

Noohn Restaurant Lounge Bar 

Henric Petri-Strasse 12 

4051 Basel 

Tel. +41 (0)61 281 14 14 

Les Gareçons Fantastic terrace with lounge area. International cuisine. 

Breakfast, lunch and dinner for singles, couples or groups. 

Trendy interior decor. 

Restaurant-Bar Les Gareçons 

Schwarzwaldallee 200 

4058 Basel 

Tel. +41 (0)61 681 84 88 

Trendy: Bodega 
zum Strauss

Traditional and trendy restaurant in the heart of the city. On the 

first floor the atmosphere is informal. It is easy to strike up a 

conversation here. On the first floor the ambience is a little quieter 

and upscale. Best pasta dishes in town and Italian specialties.

Bodega zum Strauss 

Barfüsserplatz 16 

4051 Basel 

Tel. +41 (0)61 261 22 72
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Restaurant 
Kunsthalle

This traditional Basel restaurant, a meeting place for "Tout Bâle", 

is open all year round and offers the ideal venue for various 

events. 

Restaurant Kunsthalle · Steinenberg 7 · 4001 Basel · T +41 (0)61 272 42 33 · F +41 (0)61 272 42 55 

· info@restaurant-kunsthalle.ch · www.restaurant-kunsthalle.ch 

Sculptures

Helvetia Meet Helvetia, the allegorical female figure who has symbolised 

Switzerland for hundreds of years. She sits at the end of the 

Middle Bridge on the Kleinbasel side, gazing thoughtfully down at 

the Rhine, with her suitcase packed and her spear resting at her 

side. 

Helvetia 

Basel, Mittlere Brücke 

Seite Kleinbasel

Hammering Man 
by Jonathan 
Borofsky 

Since 1989 this 13.5 metre high, eight-ton giant has been 

swinging his hammer here. The American Jonathan Borofsky, 

who created this striking work of art, has set up similar sculptures 

in other commercial centres such as Frankfurt and New York. 

Jonathan Borofsky 

"Hammering Man" 

Aeschenplatz 

4010 Basel

Intersection The massive iron sculpture "Intersection" consists of four steel 

plates 3.6 m high and stands in the Theaterplatz with the 

Elisabethenkirche in the background.

Richard Serra 

"Intersection" 

Theaterplatz

Tinguely Fountain The Swiss artist had black asphalt poured into a shallow basin 

before placing these low power-operated, water-spouting objects 

in it. These nine iron eminences are in constant motion and “talk” 

to each other just as did the mimers, actors and dancers who 

once performed at this very spot. 

Basel Tourismus · Aeschenvorstadt 36 · 4010 Basel · T +41 (0)61 268 68 68 · F +41 (0)61 268 68 

70 · info@basel.com · www.basel.com 

Shopping
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Läckerli-Huus A great Basel institution, and the place to go when it comes to 

buying typical Basel delicacies such as Läckerli, Baselbieter 

Rahmtäfeli and a host of other sweet temptations. 

Johann Wanner 
Christmas House

Johann Wanner, Basel, is the world's largest manufacturer of 

handmade Christmas decorations. Among his customers are the 

Queen of England and the White House. On a sales area 

covering 500 square meters in the Johann Wanner's Christmas 

House, you will find every imaginable Christmas decor - all year 

round. 

Johann Wanner 

Christmas House 

Spalenberg 14 

4051 Basel 

Tel. +41 (0)61 261 48 26

Bucherer This family company is currently run by the third generation of the 

Bucherer family, descendants of the founder Jörg G. Bucherer, 

and employs a staff of around 1,100. The name Bucherer is 

synonymous with top quality and is known far beyond the Swiss 

border. In Basel this traditional jewellery and watch shop can be 

found on Freie Strasse, offering everything a jewellery and watch 

lover could possible wish for. 

Bucherer 

Freie Strasse 40 

4001 Basel 

Tel. +41 (0)61 261 40 00

klein basel The prizewinning designer Tanja Klein established her "little 

basel" label six years ago and now she has opened her own 

shop, selling skirts, blouses and trousers. 

Basel Tourismus · Aeschenvorstadt 36 · 4010 Basel · T +41 (0)61 268 68 68 · F +41 (0)61 268 68 

70 · info@basel.com · www.basel.com / www.kleinbasel.net 

Schritt für Schritt The shoe shop for ladies and gentlemen with a special love of 

shoes and accessories. The finest range of shoes in Basel. 

Basel Tourismus · Aeschenvorstadt 36 · 4010 Basel · T +41 (0)61 268 68 68 · F +41 (0)61 268 68 

70 · info@basel.com · www.basel.com / www.schritt.ch 
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More Switzerland. At a click.

Become a fan on Facebook

MySwitzerland.com/facebook

Always up-to-date 

MySwitzerland.com/twitter

Subscribe to our newsletter

MySwitzerland.com/news

Train timetable

MySwitzerland.com/rail

City guides on your iPhone

MySwitzerland.com/mobile

Inspiration on your iPad

MySwitzerland.com/ipad
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